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THE MARKET IS HOT… MAYBE IT’S
TIME TO MOVE?

In the last few months, we have let and sold an extraordinary
amount of homes in the Suburb, therefore if you are considering
selling or letting there has never been a better time than now.

We regularly deal with ‘Cottages to Castles’ and can procure both
aspirational clientele moving up the property ladder and also the

comfortable ‘empty nesters’, moving down.

Our resourceful applicants are not just plucked from within the
local vicinity, but from London-wide and Globally, which gives us
the unique opportunity to extract the full value of your home.

We are at your service and we reassuringly deliver on our promises.
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A
t midnight on 26th March,

the clocks will go forward

heralding the start of

British Summertime. Definitely

forward, not back in case you are

asking. (It gets me every time – I

find the American prompt Spring

forward, fall back very useful in

moments of doubt). Even though

we lose an hour this time, the

reward of an extra hour of daylight

on the Sunday is always worth the

lost hour of sleep.

When we officially start

daylight-saving the relief will be

palpable. Longer, lighter days with

the promise of warm weather just

around the corner. Unburdened

by our winter coats hats and

gloves, there will be a literal spring

in our step. The Suburb will once

again be transformed into a place

of breath-taking beauty as the

blossom bursts forth like

popcorn, the Hawthorn hedges

start to flower and the Magnolias

begin to bud. A magnificent

palette of purest white, palest

pink and fuchsia will turn the

Suburb streets in to veritable

ticker tape parades, eliciting awe

all round from residents and

visitors alike.

I’ve already seen the early signs

of Spring. Clusters of crocuses

dotted about in the woods, the

quick darts of squirrels checking

out the pre-spring offerings, the

unbelievably loud and slightly

comical drilling of a couple of

woodpeckers and the derring-do’s

of some plucky foxes. It’s all very

Attenborough-esque on a

miniature scale, but nevertheless

just as enchanting.

Given the dismal winter, with

the miserable dull wet weather

which has left the Heath

Extension in a sorry boggy state,

and the enforced isolation of

many as Omicron hit, this Spring

can’t come soon enough. In fact,

on my first day out of captivity a

couple of weeks ago, I thought I

saw a Swallow soaring high above

me. Inky black against a clear blue

sky. It was possibly my overactive

post-isolation imagination or

plain wishful thinking (tad early for

Swallows) or maybe global warming

is messing with the avian migration

timetable. I know one Swallow

doesn’t make a summer, but I’m

feeling positive. Covid restrictions

have lifted, Winter is behind us,

Spring is almost here and Summer’s

not that far away. That’s something

to smile about surely?

Marie-Christine and I hope

you enjoy this Spring issue of

Suburb News.

Springing forward

SHELLEY-ANNE SALISBURY

N
ick Searl is a man with a

mission. As one of the

Partners of Argent Related,

Nick and his team are creating

Brent Cross Town, part of the Brent

Cross Cricklewood regeneration

area of 180 acres which sits on the

southern side of the North Circular

and Brent Cross Shopping Centre.

A hugely ambitious and far-

sighted project, Brent Cross Town

will be a new town centre with

leisure, retail and sports facilities

alongside municipal buildings

such as schools and hospitals.

The development will incorporate

6,700 new homes, workspace

for around 25,000 people,

affordable housing and student

accommodation. Additionally,

Brent Cross Town will be a mere

12 minutes from Kings Cross and

St. Pancreas International via the

new Brent cross West Thameslink.

No strangers to regeneration

and good design, Nick and his team

at Argent Related were responsible

for the redevelopment of Kings

Cross, a hugely successful project.

Brent Cross Town is based

on the principle of creating a ‘15

minute town’ meaning the basics

of daily life can be accessed

within a 15 minute walk or bike

ride. In addition, the amenities

will be set out in such a way as to

make life as simple as possible for

residents and visitors. Good

design is key.

Billed as a destination place

for ‘all the family’, Brent Cross

Town will provide plenty of

activities for everyone. With an

Everyman style cinema, pop up

shops, restaurants, markets, and

events, there will always be

something new and exciting going

on. There will be an emphasis on

art and culture and leisure facilities

which are seen as hugely important

in the overall design. 44 acres will

be retained as green playing

fields. “The people of NW London

will want to come,” says Nick who

believes word of mouth will be a

big factor in drawing people to

the area.

So far so good, but will Brent

Cross Town basically be a

reimagined Milton Keynes for the

21st century? Absolutely not says

Nick. Milton Keynes was designed

on a compartmentalised basis,

Brave NewWorld – the new
Brent Cross Town development

(continued on page 2)

The new Claremont Park
(Photo construction: www.brentcrosstown.co.uk)

Clusters of crocuses in Big Wood
(Photo: Shelley-Anne Salisbury)

27 years at
St Judeʼs

comes to an end,
see page 5

The Garden Girl
springs into
action on

page 18
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Outstanding care in your home
for independent living
PillarCare's friendly, experienced team
have been helping people live as
independently as possible in their own
homes for over 20 years.
Call us to speak to a member of our
team.
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Outstanding care in your home
for independent living
PillarCare's friendly, experienced team
have been helping people live as
independently as possible in their own
homes for over 20 years.
Call us to speak to a member of our
team.

chance to take part in a variety of

activities including puzzles, card

playing, scrabble, Rummikub and

backgammon mornings. Some

continued to bowl through the

winter period at the indoor bowls

club off Summers Lane (by the

Hollywood Bowl, Finchley).

Nevertheless it is the bowling in

the fresh air and natural sunlight

that members of the club are

really looking forward to.

This year we will once again be

holding Open Days over the last

weekend of May in conjunction

with and at the same time as the

national initiative of Bowls England.

Last year club membership

grew by over 40% with new and

younger members experiencing the

joy that the sport has to offer on

so many levels including fun/social

playing, competitive playing and,

of course, the social environment

the club offers. We are hoping this

growth will be repeated this year.

Subject to the weather and

the state of the green, the club is

aiming to re-open on the Easter

weekend (mid-April), but at all

events, by the early May bank

holiday weekend (April 30 - May 2).

Anyone interested in trying

their hand at the sport can pop in

at any time whenever the gates

are open. The club and the members

are friendly and welcoming, and

all are invited to learn about the

game and have a go.

Generally, the club will be

open in the mornings from 9:45

through to late afternoon, with a

midday break. All are welcome.

Please visit the club website

at bishopswoodbc.co.uk for more

information, or you can contact

them on 020 8058 2212 or email

to: info@bishopswoodbc.co.uk.

Bishopswood Bowling Club ready to roll

shops in one area, offices in

another, houses in yet another.

Brent Cross Town will be a mixed

use design.

There will be neighbourhoods

but the edges will be blurred with

a sprinkling of high streets,

squares and other communal

areas. The developers are using

the natural geography and

topography of the area to create

interlinking spaces and buildings.

Argent Related understands

the importance of facilitating a

low carbon usage lifestyle and has

pledged a commitment to net

zero carbon emissions by 2030 -

well ahead of the government’s

target. Nick envisions car sharing

schemes plus plenty of electric

car charging points. Walking and

cycling will be easy options. It’s

effectively future proofing design.

Energy saving initiatives are already

in place, such as replacing the

usual steel and concrete with

timber. The well-being of residents

and visitors is paramount. This is

property development with a very

human angle.

So what will Brent Cross Town

look like? “Mixed architecture and

very green,” says Nick. “It will have

a look and feel of it’s own. You’ll

know when you’re in it, it will have

its own character but it will still

feel like part of London.” Sounds

rather a lot like Hampstead

Garden Suburb?

Speaking of HGS, Brent Cross

Town will practically be on our

doorstep. Nick is aware of this

and says “We are going to create a

very friendly neighbour for the

Suburb.” As many HGS residents

will know, Argent Related is a

sponsor of the Proms at St. Jude’s

and sees the Suburb as a shining

example of community. He hopes

HGS residents will enjoy visits to

Brent Cross Town with all that it

has to offer.

Why Brent Cross Town? Nick

explains the name was chosen to

contextualise what it is, namely a

community on the scale of a town

– not a sprawling city. A town has

a smaller sense of scale but large

enough to encompass more

diversity and choice. Community

with a capital C is at the heart of

the project and Argent Related are

already supporting community

initiatives and local groups.

Nick and his team are clearly

passionate about this project and

excited about designing living for

the future. Watch this space.

For more information go to

www.brentcrosstown.co.uk.

MICHAEL SPIRO

A
fter what seems to be a very

long winter, Bishopswood

Bowling Club, located

within the Lyttelton Road Playing

Fields, is getting ready for the

2022 summer outdoor bowling

season. During the past months,

when outdoor bowling was not

possible, the club continued to

offer a hot drink, a snack and the

Lest we forget…

On the 27th January International Holocaust Memorial Day

once again commemorated the murder of the six million Jews

during the Holocaust, alongside the millions of other people

killed under Nazi persecution and in genocides that followed

in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Darfur.

27th January marks the anniversary of the liberation of

Auschwitz-Birkenau. Garden Suburb Community Library

hosted a moving presentation given by Jacqueline Luck about

her grandmother, Lela, a Holocaust survivor (see opposite).

Brent Cross Town (continued from front page)

Nick Searl (Photo: Chris Gloag)

Photo: Michael Spiro
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We wish to purchase items of silver in any condition.

As a long standing resident of the Suburb, Gideon

Cohen is happy to view your silverware in your home

and will make an offer to purchase, free of any obligation.

17 The London Silver Vaults

53-64 Chancery Lane, London WC2A 1QT

020 7404 1425 | enquiries@gcohen.co.uk

www.gcohen.co.uk

Raise The Roof Campaign
Comedian Matt Lucas has agreed to be the patron of Archer
Academyʼs Raise the Roof campaign to raise funds to build a
performing arts studio at the Archer Academy in East Finchley.
This would be very valuable for our wider community as a high-
spec, professional standard space for hire. With Covid and
mental health problems, creative outlets for children are more
important than ever. There are few alternative local venues
available and Barnet Council have been very quiet about their
idea to sell the Arts Depot to a property developer…

Tony Brand

MARC HULL

O
n 25th January, the Garden

Suburb Community Library

hosted what has become

a regular event to participate in

Holocaust Memorial Day activities.

We were fortunate to have

Jacqueline Luck, from Generation-

RUTH SMITH

T
he Hampstead Garden Suburb

Combat Stress Refreshments

Team are back and raring to

go! HGS Artists group have kindly

2Generation, to present Lela’s

Story. The tale of her grandmother’s

early life in Salonika, Northern

Greece before marrying and

eventually moving to Athens with

her husband Joseph. In January

1938 their daughter Marcelle was

born and life for them was good.

The start of the war changed

things all over Europe and Greece

was no exception.

In the summer of 1944 Joseph

was arrested and tortured by the

Gestapo. The family were

transported to Auschwitz where

Marcelle and Joseph would die in

the gas chambers. Eventually Lela

was taken to work in a munitions

factory in Pilsen, Czechoslovakia

before being liberated by the

Russians on 5th May 1945.

After a long journey and

with the help of the UN Relief

Organisation, she came to

London in 1946. Lela remarried

and with her second husband,

Jack, had another daughter, also

named Marcelle. This Marcelle

who is also a Suburb resident,

joined us at the end of the talk to

help answer questions.

As we did last year, the event

was held over Zoom. Not as

intimate as holding it at 15 Market

asked us to provide refreshments

again at their forthcoming Art Fair,

11am-5pm on Saturday 21st and

Sunday 22nd May at Fellowship

House. As you know, due to the

pandemic, the Art Fairs in 2020

Place, but it meant we could

accommodate many more guests.

Fifty-one people attended

including visitors from Italy,

Greece, Spain, USA, Germany and

Switzerland. Many stayed on after

the questions to chat.

You can read Lela’s story, told by

Jacqueline Luck (Lela’s granddaughter),

on page 4 of this issue of Suburb News

and 2021 had to be cancelled – so

please come and see a wonderful

display of paintings, drawings,

jewellery, photography, textiles

and ceramics, fuelled by delicious

home-made lunches, cream teas

and cake sold to raise badly

needed funds for Combat Stress.

And the Refreshments Team

will be in action once more on

Sunday 17th July from 11.30-5.30pm

to cater at an exciting new event,

when they supply the delicious

refreshments at HGS Horticultural

Society’s Suburb In Bloom Charity

Open Gardens Day. On that

occasion, light lunches, cream

teas, cakes, tea/coffee and possibly

ice cream will be served from

11.30am to 5.30pm in Fellowship

House, with all profits from food

sales going to Combat Stress, while

the open gardens themselves

benefit The North London Hospice.

We were very grateful to the

Suburb bakers who kindly donated

a fantastic array of cakes at our

pop-up event in October last year

and we hope very much you might

be able to help us once again so

we can continue to support

Combat Stress in their life-saving

work with our Veterans. After two

very difficult years, at last we have

something positive to look forward

to. We can’t wait to welcome you

all to these events and raise badly

needed funds for Combat Stress.

Community Library hosts HMD
ʻLela s̓ Storyʼ presentation

Combat Stress
volunteers turn to
catering again
to raise funds

Lela in Athens, 1946

Combat Stress refreshments at Fellowship House

Lela, in later years
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L
ela Black, nee Amiel, was born in

1918 in Salonica, the second

largest city in Greece with a

thriving Jewish population, where

she lived happily alongside other

Jews, Christians and Muslims.

In 1940, she left Salonica with her

husband Joseph and young

daughter Marcelle to move to

Athens, leaving the rest of her

family behind.

When the Germans occupied

Athens in 1943, Lela, Joseph and

little Marcelle went into hiding.

A year later, after being denounced

and incarcerated at the Haidari

military camp, they were

transported to Auschwitz in cattle

trucks, with thousands of other

Greek Jews.

On arrival at Auschwitz, a

selection process separated Lela

from her daughter and husband;

this was the last time she saw them.

Somehow, Lela survived Auschwitz,

enduring freezing temperatures,

disease and hunger.

When Lela was finally liberated

by the Russians on May 5th 1945

and returned to Greece, she

discovered her entire family from

Salonica had been deported in

1943 and had all been murdered

in Auschwitz.

Eventually, Lela came to

London to stay with her only living

relatives: an aunt, uncle and two

cousins. She later remarried and

had another daughter, naming

her Marcelle after the child that

she had lost.

Ultimately, Lela lived a happy

and fulfilled life, doting on her

daughter and two granddaughters.

She died in August 2008, following

a major stroke.

JACQUELINE LUCK

(LELA’S GRANDDAUGHTER)

I discovered the photo of my

grandmother Lela with her first

daughter, Marcelle (top, right),

whilst sorting through family

photos at my mother’s home in

the Suburb where I grew up. As

you can imagine, I was shocked to

discover my grandmother Lela

had had another daughter (also

named Marcelle) and even more

shocked to discover what had

happened to my grandmother, her

first husband and little Marcelle.

This discovery inspired me to tell

my grandmother’s extraordinary

and heart-breaking story.

With the help of G2G (www.

generation2generation.org.uk) the

wonderful charitable organisation

helping the children and grand-

children of Holocaust survivors to

tell their family stories, I gave the

first presentation of my grand-

mother’s story on 25th January,

just ahead of Holocaust Memorial

Day, via Zoom in association with

Garden Suburb Community Library

(see page 3).

As a passionate advocate of

Holocaust, education, I have told

and continue to tell Lela’s story and

always end with a message urging

people not to stand by and allow

hatred and intolerance to prevail.

MARCELLE BLACK

(LELA’S DAUGHTER)

I moved to Hampstead Garden

Suburb in 1977 a few months

after I got married. My husband

Jeff had already been living there

since 1961 with his parents.

We bought a house in

Cornwood Close where we still

live to this day: we never moved,

even after 45 years! This is where

I have spent most of my life and I

would not contemplate living

anywhere else.

Our two daughters, Jacqueline

and Danielle, both attended

Meadway Nursery School in Central

Square and then Jacqueline went

to Annemount in Holne Chase

before going on to Brookland

School where Danielle later joined

her, before eventually going on to

the Henrietta Barnett School.

Both my girls have gained so

many happy memories and lasting

friendships from living here in

the Suburb.

Therefore, I find it both

appropriate and heart-warming

that Jacqueline was able to give

the first presentation of her

Grandma Lela’s story from Garden

Suburb Community Library via

Zoom, which enabled so many of

our friends from all over the world

to attend and hear my mother’s

amazing story – told through her

granddaughter’s words.

If you would like to watch Jacqueline’s

presentation, here is the link: https://

vimeo.com/671233418/7bc7c260ec.

AHolocaust Survivor s̓ story
PEOPLE

S U B U R B

Lela with the ‘first’ Marcelle, November 1939

Jacqueline and Lela (Photo: Richard Luck)
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My trip to Rome
without leaving home
for Kidasha
MICHAEL JACOBS

D
uring the last month I walked 86 miles and so, after 306 days,

I arrived in the ancient city of Lucca in Tuscany. I have walked

912 miles, virtually, across England, France and northern Italy

and have now covered 81% of my trip from London to Rome (equivalent

to 10,032 laps of the field) – over 2.14 million steps. Donors have very

kindly contributed £12,198.77 (with Gift Aid) to Kidasha towards my

target of raising £18,000 – more donations are always welcome.

During the last month, I left Gavi in the municipality of Turin in

Piedmont, crossed the River Po, traversed the mountain village country

of Liguria and arrived in Tuscany at the great walled city of Lucca.

The teams at Kidasha (www.kidasha.org) and their local Nepali

partners have been working very hard through the winter to help their

young beneficiaries get through the pandemic and deal with their long-

standing poverty and other challenges. In the foothills of the

Himalayas, where most of the children live, it gets extremely cold in

winter, and the hills are often covered in snow. It is cold and harsh and

the heating is often just an open wood fire, which is also used for

cooking, even in people’s homes. From distributing vital food supplies

and offering emergency shelter, to providing access to education and

life skills learning, donations allow Kidasha to provide aid to those hit

hardest by the pandemic. There was a surge of

Omicron cases in January, which resulted in the

schools being shut again for three weeks. This is

on top of them already being shut for 70 weeks

since the start of the Pandemic. Only a tiny

fraction of the people are vaccinated against

Covid 19 so the dangers of the pandemic

are all too real, and the country is still

often in lockdown– although, for people

who live from hand to mouth nearly all

of the time, ‘lockdown’ is a very

ethereal concept, as they have no

choice but to go out and work anyway.

If you wish to donate to help

Kidasha, please go to worldwalking.org/

fundraising/n82bh where you can also

see my progress.
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ALAN WALKER

A
s the new year began my

27-year term as vicar of

St Jude’s came to an end.

My friend and colleague at

the Free Church, Ian Tutton,

observed, retirement at

midnight on New Year’s Eve

would ordinarily have been

accompanied by fireworks

on Central Square and a

large gathering in the church.

But this year I entered the empty

church on my own and rang the

bell for the final time. The

Residents Association’s New

Year’s Eve parties, which began

for the millennium when I was still

relatively new on the Suburb, will

be prominent among the events I

will long remember. Casting my

mind back beyond the past

strange two years I recall others I

have enjoyed, and which make

the Suburb such a simulating and

pleasant place to live (and to

which I hope I have made a small

contribution): the weekly talks at

Fellowship House, the monthly

Historical Association meetings,

the annual Proms at St Jude’s.

Looking back a bit further, I

appreciated and was privileged to

be a student and teacher at the

Institute and to take part in the

Henrietta Barnett School Literary

Societies interviewing at the first

meeting in the school hall former

Suburb resident Will Self, and

subsequently writers including

Nick Hornby, Julian Fellowes, Lord

Archer, Deborah Moggach, Tracy

Chevalier and Ann Widdicombe.

I even once took to the boards for

Inmemory of Dora
and BernardMarks
True Suburb devotees
SIMON & ROBIN MARKS

T
wo long Suburb lives ended

in December 2020 and

October 2021 respectively.

Our parents, Dora and Bernard

Marks, lived on Brookland Hill

continuously since August 1962

and were committed devotees of

London’s loveliest neighbourhood.

They met at a party hosted by

a mutual friend in Hampstead in

1961. Our father was a salesman

for Max Factor. His bride moved

to London from her native

Johannesburg in 1958 and worked

at an advertising company while

also studying singing.

After marrying in August 1962,

they moved into the Suburb and

never left. To be honest, they

couldn’t quite believe their luck:

finding an affordable house and a

supportive community in a rural

idyll on the cusp of central London.

The Suburb was redolent of

Dame Henrietta Barnett’s

determination that it should serve

as a home to people from all socio-

economic backgrounds. Brookland

Hill residents in the 1970s

included an optician and his wife

who worked as a sales assistant at

Dickins and Jones, the Unitarian

Church’s vicar, the receptionist at

the Heathfielde surgery and a

journalist with the Sunday Times.

At the top of the street you

could find Noel Edmonds. In the

house opposite, you might hear the

childhood laughter of a youngster

called Sacha Baron Cohen.

Our parents loved it, and sent

both of us to Brookland School

where they threw themselves into

fund-raising activities and made

lifelong friends with other parents.

Our father, by then, had his

own business: a sandwich bar in

Charing Cross. Tiring of the hours

and the commute, he opened a

business closer to home. For a

decade ‘Marks Delicatessen’ took

its place alongside thriving

businesses on Market Place.

Residents of a certain vintage

still marvel that the Suburb

boasted two fishmongers, three

greengrocers, and multiple

supermarkets including Tesco’s,

Walton Hassell and Port and the

Express Dairy. Dad’s shop stood

between the House of Holland

furniture outlet, and a wonderful

chemist by the name of Mr. Virjee.

The parade was also home to the

legendary hardware shop J. A.

Pinder & Son where indeed the

son presided! (You can find some

wonderful earlier images of The

Market Place photographed by

the late Alec Hasenson, another

long-time Suburb resident, here:

https://bit.ly/3tOgxwF.)

Our parents never thought

about leaving. The Suburb was

residential perfection, although

they vigorously opposed the

widening of Falloden Way that

created a rat-run Dame Henrietta

Barnett would have loathed. (The

HGS Heritage Virtual Museum

includes a remarkable image of

Falloden Way protests occurring in

early 1937: https://bit.ly/3GZn77a).

The opening of Brent Cross

and Temple Fortune’s development

would soon largely eclipse Market

Place. After shutting the

delicatessen in 1983, our father

became a wholesaler. Mum studied

Italian at The Institute and

regularly attended concerts at

The Wigmore Hall.

Dad was a wit and raconteur

who had a secret life as the most

successful entrant in the history

of The Ham & High’s crossword

competition. Numerous Suburb

friends received bottles of

champagne from the paper

celebrating success in a contest

they had never entered. He’d

used their names, fearing that if

Bernard Marks won too often the

paper would scrap a competition

with apparently very few entrants.

(Read the full story in the Ham &

High itself: https://bit.ly/3tSKhbt).

Our mother was insistent that

when the time came, she wanted

to die at home in the Suburb.

With huge support from the NHS

and local carers they passed away,

10 months apart, in their bedroom

overlooking their Suburb garden.

They knew how lucky they

were to live in such a bucolic

environment. And we too know

how lucky we are to have grown

up there.

A Vicar s̓
farewell

Hall and Randall Plumbers
Plumbing and Heating Services • Property Maintenance

Look no further... your local plumbers
Emergency repairs, blocked pipes, drainage,
guttering, roofing, central heating and boilers.
12 months guarantee, 40 years experience

132 Manor Way, Borehamwood, Herts, WD6 1QX

Evenings: Garry 020 8207 3286 • Greg 020 8953 9828

11495

Web: www.hallandrandallplumbers.com
Email: office@hallandrandall.com

Tel: 020 8953 2094 • Fax: 020 8905 1602

Central Heating, Plumbing Repairs & Advisory Service

the Garden Suburb

Theatre’s production of The

Hollow Crown. And then there

was that Omnibus film. I have

been very touched by messages

and kind words from many

residents and (from our new base

in Marylebone) hope to keep in

touch with the Suburb through

continuing links with the Archives

and Heritage virtual museum.

Photo: Simon Marks

And a fond farewell
to Revd Dr Ian Tutton
too
Revd Dr Ian Tutton, Minister of the Free
Church, will be retiring in March 2022
after 17 years in post. Over the years he
has supported many people who live in
the Suburb and has become a well-
known and popular community figure.

His last service as Minister of the
Free Church will be on Sunday March
13th at 11am followed by a Bring and
Share lunch.

Do come and say goodbye and wish
him well in his retirement.

Photo: Michael Eleftheriades

Photo:
Michael

Eleftheriades



6 SUBURB NEWS IS PRODUCED AND DELIVERED TO YOU BY RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION VOLUNTEERS

PEO
PLE

www.radfieldhomecare.co.uk

We are very happy to come out to meet
you and your relatives to discuss our

services.

0208 064 0240 camden@radfieldhomecare.co.uk

We are extremely proud to support
older people in our community to

live independently in their own homes.

Our team is passionate about
delivering the highest standard of

care and will always go above and
beyond to help our clients.

Outings & activities
Household tasks
Medication support
Wellbeing
Dementia care
Personal care

Please call us at any time for more
information about how we can help you.

NAOMI ANGELL

M
ichael Shamash, disability

rights campaigner,

transport enthusiast and

Suburb resident died unexpectedly

at the age of 63, after a routine

operation on 23 September 2021.

Although small in stature (3

foot 6 inches in his cotton socks),

Michael had a very big personality

and presence in the lives of those

who knew him. A Suburb resident,

Michael grew up in Winnington

Road and spent the last decade of

his life in Hampstead Way where he

lived with his partner Helen and

their adored daughter Lydia who,

at only two, is already a feisty

personality, taking after her dad.

Michael attended University

College School and read sociology

and politics at Warwick University

before joining Camden Council as

a social work assistant. Later he

completed an MA in criminology

at Middlesex University.

At Camden Council Michael

was active in NALGO – the union

that later became Unison. A former

colleague, Rory Heap, said “He

always had the right things to say.

He could discuss disability in ways

that didn’t make people feel

awkward. He had a huge impact

on perceptions of disability.” Rory

and Michael joined forces as shop

stewards for the local branch of

NALGO, where Michael was

passionate about social justice

and worked hard to represent the

interests of Camden Council staff.

For several years Michael

chaired the Restricted Growth

Association and was a director of

the disability advocacy organisation,

Shaping Our Lives. Michael also

lectured and wrote on disability at

Middlesex and Bedford universities.

He will also be remembered for

the entertaining and challenging

PETER HASENSON

A
general medical practitioner,

an author, a steam train

and Pullman coach

enthusiast, a collector of stamps,

an encyclopaedic knowledge of

the history of Dover harbour, an

expert on the American Civil War,

a military historian, a lifelong

diarist, an avid collector of post-

cards and stationery, a keen

photographer, a cataloguer of post

boxes, a talented violinist. These

were just some of Alec’s passions.

Dr Benjamin Alexander (Alec)

Hasenson was born in 1927 on

16th December in Hamburg,

Germany. When Hitler came to

talks he gave at Joseph’s, the

former bookshop in Temple

Fortune. Though a lifelong disability

rights campaigner, Michael never

allowed himself to be defined by

his disability.

One of Michael’s passions

was with the Trabant car, the

signature vehicle of communist

East Germany. This fascination

led to a Radio 4 series of a car

journey he made with his old

school friend, Will Self, in a beat

up Trabant. The road trip started

at BBC HQ in Portland Place

ending at the Trabant factory in

Zwickau in the former East

Germany. Will, at almost twice

Michael’s height, had to learn to

slow down to keep to Michael’s

pace. “Simply slowing down to

accompany him began to teach

me a little of the patience that

must be essential if you’re a

disabled person trying to

negotiate an abled world.” Will

recalls how Michael, who couldn’t

really sit on the passenger seat

only prop himself against it, never

uttered a word of complaint.

Michael was a font of wisdom

about the things that make living

in the Suburb special. For those

who recall the Temple Fortune of

the 1970s, Michael loved to

reminisce about the interior decor

of Capriccio’s Italian restaurant,

Lindy’s patisserie or the layout of

Kendrick’s Toy Shop. Temple

Fortune Waitrose’s long term

employee, Jim Driscoll, recalls

Michael lighting the shop up with

his beaming smile and cheeky

sense of humour. Waitrose staff

regularly wheeled Michael’s

shopping trolly home for him and

when they heard of his death

announced it to all staff and

customers in the shop that day.

Michael cared deeply about his

surroundings and had little time

for those in positions of power who

failed to contribute to making our

neighbourhoods better for all of us.

Will Self describes Michael as

a charismatic man – good-looking

and a charmer – who deployed

these characteristics to pave his

way in an often hostile world.

He was all of these things and

so much more. He will be deeply

missed by Helen, Lydia and the

rest of his family and many friends.

power, Alec’s father saw the writing

on the wall. Alec recalled seeing

the stormtroopers marching in the

neighbourhood and not under-

standing why his mother pulled

him inside, forbidding him to

watch the soldiers parading down

the street. Not long after, the

family moved to England, settling

in Hendon Central, and Alec was

enrolled in the local school. He

didn’t speak a word of English

and this, coupled with the fact he

was German, meant he had to

fend off the bullies by showing

them the one magic trick he had

managed to master. The

disappearing coin trick seemed to

work and he was accepted.

Shortly after settling in

Hendon, war broke out and Alec

and his mother were evacuated to

the Lake District for the duration

of the war. Alec recalled wonderful

memories of happy schooldays

filled with lessons, one inspiring

teacher and plenty of sports.

Alec was a dedicated student

and on his return to London after

the war, continued his studies

finally qualifying in Medicine at

the Royal Free Hospital Medical

School in 1958.

His whole working life was

spent serving the community of

Stoke Newington as a GP.

In 1955 Alec was introduced

to Pat Phillips at a party. He was

smitten. They married in 1957

at Alyth Gardens synagogue,

eventually settling in the Suburb,

first in Blandford Close and then

in Linden Lea. There Alec and Pat

enjoyed many years of Suburb

life, their four children attending

local Suburb schools – Kerem

House Nursery then Brookland

Infant and Junior Schools.

As a keen photographer,

Alec took many thousands of

photographs of the Suburb and

HGS events developing his black

and white photos himself in his

home dark room. Many of his

photographs are being digitised

and will eventually be uploaded

onto the HGS Virtual Museum’s

archives for everyone to enjoy.

The photographs make a wonderful

visual record of how the Suburb

has changed (or not) over the past

50 years. Some were recently

circulated on the HGS List

prompting many shared memories

and stories between residents.

Alec will always be remembered

with huge respect and will be

missed greatly. As his children

recall he was one of those people

who always saw the good in

others. Family was the heart and

soul of his life. Long after Alec

became deaf and couldn’t hear

the lively Friday night and Sunday

lunch chatter around the dining

room table, he would sit and

smile at everyone, holding small

conversations with whoever was

sitting either side of him.

Michael
Shamash

1958 - 2021

Alec
Hasenson

1927 - 2021

Photo: a family friend

S U B U R B

Photo: Peter Hasenson

‘My favourite view of the Suburb’
(Photo: Alec Hasenson)
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MARIE-CHRISTINE O’CALLAGHAN

T
o my absolute amazement,

I saw a green bird in my

garden! Now, there is a lot

of green in the garden but it is

usually in the flora, not the fauna.

Birds tend to be brown or black or

grey, though the small birds do

provide a flash of colour like the

red of a robin’s breast or the blue

yellow and white of a blue tit but,

to see an exotic apple-green bird

was totally unexpected and made

me wonder whether it was a

figment of my imagination. I then

remembered that I am, mostly, a

sensible person so I did the

sensible thing and consulted the

internet typing ‘green birds north

London’. The World Wide Web

assured me that the green bird

was real. It is a ring-necked

parakeet, specifically the Indian

subspecies which glories in the

name Psittacula krameri manillensis.

Theories as to how or when the

parakeets ended up living

in London abound. One of my

favourites is that they escaped

during the filming of The African

Queen (1951). While most of the

film was shot on location in Uganda

and the Congo, about half the film

was shot at Isleworth Studios in

Middlesex and the birds were

needed to provide local colour,

although, having watched the film

recently, I don’t recall seeing any

parakeets. Another story is that

Jimi Hendrix released a breeding

pair during a 1960s Carnaby Street

stunt. Unfortunately, there is no

record of such a stunt. The truth

is probably more prosaic; parakeets

have been popular pets since, at

least, Victorian times and some of

them must have escaped or been

accidentally or intentionally

released and, somehow, managed

to thrive in London. Perhaps that

is not as surprising as it first

seems, London is the world’s first

‘National Park City’, it has 35,000

The Wolf Moon

“Hope” is the
thing with feathers

MARIE-CHRISTINE O’CALLAGHAN

I
sabelle Ficker sent an email to the HGSlist on Sunday 16th January

suggesting that ‘If skies are clear tomorrow night, look out for the

full moon.’ By some miracle, the skies were clear and we were

treated to the truly spectacular sight of a perfect full moon,

resplendent in the cold night air.

This full moon, the first of the year, is called the Wolf Moon and

each subsequent full moon has its own name. These names were first

used by The Old Farmer’s Almanac, an American publication started in

1792 which contained information about all sorts of things: planting

charts, recipes, moon and sunrise times and weather forecasts; it

aimed to be ‘useful and entertaining’. The Moon names that it used

(and which we still use today) came from Native Americans.

The January Moon was the Wolf Moon because the howling of

wolves was often heard at this time of year. It was traditionally thought

that wolves ‘lamented the scarcity of food in midwinter’, but we know

today that wolves howl to define territory, locate pack members,

reinforce social bonds and gather for hunting. Sadly there were no

howling wolves in the Suburb… or were there?

For the Selenophiles, below is the list of full moon dates. The Strawberry and the

Buck moons are of particular interest as they will be supermoons. They occur when

the moon’s elliptical orbit brings it closest to Earth, making it appear 14 per cent

larger and about 30 per cent brighter.

Full moon dates for 2022: January 17 – Wolf Moon; February 16 – Snow Moon;

March 18 – Worm Moon; April 16 – Pink Moon; May 16 – Flower Moon;

June 14 – Strawberry Moon; July 13 – Buck Moon; August 11 – Sturgeon Moon;

September 10 – Harvest Moon; October 9 – Hunter’s Moon;

November 8 – Beaver Moon; December 7 – Cold Moon

OUT & ABOUT
acres of parks,

commons, wood-

lands, wetlands,

cemeteries, allotments,

gardens and of course a

garden suburb. These

green spaces offer a range

of habitats and lots of

opportunities for feeding from

nuts, seeds, fruit and berries,

not to mention the offerings on

bird feeders. But, surely, the

weather must have been a problem

for such a tropical bird? In fact,

the parakeets’ native range includes

Nepal so London’s weather is not

a problem.

Parakeets have now become

the UK’s only naturalised parrot.

One could argue that they are

illegal immigrants whose presence

may adversely affect the indigenous

fauna. Or you could choose a

different narrative, these elegant,

exotic newcomers have beaten the

odds, at a time when the dominant

stories are of disappearance, loss

and collapse, these birds are

thriving and are a living source of

marvel, mystery and wonder;

besides, they truly love the

Suburb, their favourite perch in

the garden? The apple tree.

An amazing photograph of the Wolf Moon shot from the Suburb, with
a little artistic licence taken by Suburb News! (Photo: Peter McCluskie)

The Wolf Moon lit by the rising sun in Meadway
(Photo: Shelley-Anne Salisbury)

Call now for a free quotation

joshuabergercarpentry.com
For all your professional
carpentry needs

I specialise in all domestic and
commercial carpentry

to the highest possible standards
Professional decorating services
also managed with over 10 years

of excellence

Chartered Practice

XUL Architecture is an
imaginative architecture
practice inspired by
natural light

33 Belsize Lane
LondonNW3 5AS
+44 (0)20 7431 9014
xularchitecture.co.uk



Join theHGS Residents Association or renew yourmembership. (One subscription covers everyone at the address)

Name(s)

Address Postcode

Email Phone

Annual subscription amount (Minimum payment £15 per annum)..........................................£

Fellowship donation* (Optional).....................................................................................................................£
(To support Fellowship, a Suburb charity, in its work for Suburb senior citizens)
Total ...................................................................................................................................................................................£
* I declare by making this donation that I want to Gift Aid my donations to Fellowship House and am a UK taxpayer paying
sufficient tax tomeet the Gift Aid onmy donation. I agree to Fellowship receivingmy details for this purpose.

(Delete the above declaration if you do not wish to Gift Aid your donation or do not pay sufficient tax)I wish to pay:
by cheque (payable to HGS Residents Association). Please write your address on the back of the cheque.
by bank transfer to HGS Residents Association: Bank: HSBC Sort Code: 40-03-11 Acc. No: 91605747

Please return this form (with cheque if applicable) to:
The Membership Secretary, HGS Residents Association, PO Box 67700, London NW111NS

Our Privacy Policy can be viewed at hgsra.uk/about/dataprotection.html SN149

Play your part in keeping
our Suburb special

HampsteadGardenSuburb
Residents Association

The Hampstead Garden Suburb Residents Association was formed over 100 years ago.
Membership is open to all residents, and non-residents can join as associate members. With nearly
2,000 members, it has grown in strength to become a positive and powerful force on the Suburb, by:

• organising social and cultural events including fêtes, picnics and a New Yearʼs Eve party •
• arranging open meetings for residents to express their views and pre-election political meetings •

• maintaining and enhancing our environment and the character of the Suburb •
• representing member views by lobbying local councillors, politicians, planning authorities etc •

• supporting local societies and voluntary organisations •
• donating to various local charities including The Proms at St Judeʼs •

• producing the RA website, Suburb News & eNews, the Directory and the HGS List email group •
• giving access to the Master Tradespeople List: recommendations made by fellow Suburb members •

• helping to keep the Suburb safe and engendering an inclusive community spirit •

Join the Hampstead Garden Suburb Residents Association online at
hgsra.uk/join
(or post the form below)

8 SUBURB NEWS IS PRODUCED AND DELIVERED TO YOU BY RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION VOLUNTEERS

RA
REVIEW

EMMA HOWARD, RA CHAIR

R
A Council meets quarterly and last met on January 25 via Zoom.

Our first meeting of 2022 was attended by 13 Council members

and three visitors, two of whom were appointed to Council at

the meeting. Full minutes of all Council meetings are available on the

RA’s website: hgsra.uk.

RA Treasurer ran through preliminary results for 2021 which are

published below.

Visitors Jonathan Waxman and Gren Manuel were voted in unanimously

as new members of RA Council and time was spent hearing about the

remit of the proposed new Environment Committee which was

approved as a new standing committee of the RA of which Jonathan is

the chair and Gren the secretary. You can read more in Gren’s

Committee Report opposite.

Maria Schlatter has been leading the RA’s project to create a new

community orchard in Lyttleton Playing Fields. This is now bearing fruit

with planting of specially grafted fruit trees taking place on 5th March.

You can read Maria’s update on The Community Orchard on page 9.

Our Events committee hopes to host a summer event for Suburb

residents to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. More information

will be provided in our monthly E Newsletter in due course. You need

to be an RA member who has provided an email address to receive

Suburb E News: you can join the RA via our website: hgsra.uk. If you

are a member who has not provided an email address for contact

purposes, please email membershipsec@hgsra.uk so we can update

our membership records and you will then receive E News.

FINANCIAL REVIEW

2021 was another year disrupted by Covid and while, unfortunately,

events had to be cancelled, there was plenty else going on.

A new format for Suburb News was introduced that has proved very

popular with advertisers, with advertising income increasing by £5000,

while production and printing costs have been reduced substantially.

There was a further push to reduce costs during the year. The RA

office in the Free Church has been replaced with a lower cost storage

area, membership costs were reduced by £1,400 and the continued use

of Zoom for meetings has reduced room hire costs. Membership

decreased slightly from 1860 to 1811 but is still up from 2019, with a

small drop of £440 in subscription income.

£7,600 was committed to new street tree planting with £1,000 of

this coming from residents through a new tree sponsorship scheme,

where residents contribute £250 and the RA contributes £150 for each

new tree. Fruit trees and materials have been purchased for the new

Henrietta Community Orchard with planting scheduled for March.

Grants were made of £10,000 to St. Jude’s for repair work, £3,000

to Proms at St. Jude’s, £500 to Fellowship Chamber Concerts, £1,375

to Northway Gardens Organisation and £911 for a new bench in

Northway Gardens. £10,000 was used to match fund donations from

residents for the Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice. £68 subscription was

paid to London Forum and £50 to Friends of Bigwood.

The year ended with net expenditure of £2,294 and reserves at £72,912.

RA FINANCIAL REPORT FOR YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2021

INCOME & EXPENDITURE

INCOME 2021(£) 2020(£)
Subscriptions 31,738 32,184

Contribution from Fellowship 2,058 2,029

Bank Interest 556 900

Advertising 24,137 19,200

Events Income 0 646

Room hire income 0 1,000

Other income 1,380 50

Total 59,869 56,009

EXPENDITURE

Membership, printing & post 6,625 8,059

Room & hall hire 1,194 2,349

Honoraria 1,234 1,377

Publications 17,024 23,195

Events 0 751

Suburb tree planting and maintenance 7,600 6,929

Grants 15,786 4,375

Roads & Traffic 0 151

Other expenditure 1,247 1,433

Bank charges 430 338

Henrietta’s Orchard 1,023 364

Charitable Donations 10,000 26,000

Total 62,163 75,321

Loss/Surplus for the year -2,294 -19,312

BALANCE SHEET

CURRENT ASSETS 2021(£) 2020(£)

Cash at bank and in hand 78,750 80,130

Debtors 5,049 2,939

Share in Orchard Housing Society 1 1

Total 83,800 83,070

Less current liabilities 10,888 7,864

Net current assets 72,912 75,206

REPRESENTED BY

Accumulated fund brought forward 75,206 85,039

Reversal of trees accrual 0 9,479

Deficit for the year (2,294) (19,312)

Total 72,912 75,206

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES: (a) The accounts have been prepared on

an accrual basis. (b) Members’ subscriptions have been reconciled

with the sums actually received during the year.

2. COLLECTION FOR FELLOWSHIP 2021(£) 2020(£)

Receipts 12,390 12,193

Less RA administrative fee (2,058) (2,029)

Net 10,332 10,164

3. MEMBERSHIP

Membership at 31 December 2021 was 1,811 households compared

to 1,860 at 31 December 2020.

RA Council
Meeting Report
25 January 2022

S U B U R B
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MARIA SCHLATTER, FRIENDS OF HENRIETTA COMMUNITY ORCHARD

H
enrietta Community Orchard is an exciting initiative of

the HGS Residents Association, located in the north

eastern Capital Ring corner of Lyttelton Playing Fields,

next to the Bishopswood Bowling Club.

The first 12 fruit trees are due to be planted on 20th March.

The trees have been carefully selected to continue the fruit growing

tradition so central to Henrietta Barnett’s original aspirations for

the Suburb.

The newly planted fruit trees will be very vulnerable during the

first couple of years and will need regular watering in the spring

and summer months, as well as keeping the root area free of weeds.

The adjacent Bishopswood Bowling Club is kindly providing us

with an easy water source.

We are looking for volunteers to help with watering and

weeding while the young trees are getting established.

Please email fruitorchard@hgsra.uk if you

want to find out more or join the Friends

of Henrietta Community Orchard.

Thank you.

PHILIP OKRENT, RA COUNCIL MEMBER FOR PAVEMENTS

A
s the RA’s ‘pavement man,’ I continue to pace the streets of

the Suburb which takes a lot of concentration, as we must

have some of the most uneven pavements in London!

I report any dangerous hazards, which include exposed tree

roots, to our local Ward Councillors who send details to LB Barnet

Street Services who generally react promptly stating that the

report is noted and logged and an inspection will be made. More

often than not they report back, stating repairs will be carried out

within a set time scale but unfortunately this does not always

happen and I continually have to chase up through our Councillors.

Nevertheless, in the nine months that I have been doing this,

there has been a great improvement and I urgently ask all of you

who spot a dangerous and hazardous stretch of pavement to

contact me by email and I will happily have a look and bring it to

the attention of our Councillors ‘if appropriate’

so that together we can help in making

our pavements a safer place for

everyone to walk.

GREN MANUEL, HGS REACH HONORARY SECRETARY

H
GS REACH (officially the RA’s Environment Committee or ‘EnComm’ for short) is the Residents

Association’s newest standing committee – REACH stands for Residents Environmental Action

on Climate and Health – and already we have a long list of ideas and projects. All focus on our

primary goal: making the Suburb a leader in low carbon living and becoming Net Zero for carbon

emissions by 2040. This sounds like the sort of project that only the government can undertake. But as

our list of projects shows, we as residents can start work today to reduce our emissions and reduce our

contribution to the catastrophic warming of our planet.

And many of our ideas will also help HGS residents save money. Much

of our focus is on the way Suburb homes are heated. Most of us have a gas

boiler – but few realise these are about to go the way of the steam engine.

Gas boilers are banned from new houses in 2025 and will no longer be

sold from 2035.

We have a list of ideas and projects to help us make our 100-year-

old houses more heat efficient. This not only makes them more suitable

for new types of heating technologies such as ground and air source heat

pumps – but will also save money amid today’s sky-high energy prices.

We’re also going to start talking to Transport for London about

making the H2 and H3 buses electric when the routes next go out to

tender. This will not only reduce emissions but will also help improve

Suburb air quality, which is one of our secondary goals. And there’s

lots more to do…

If you too are passionate about these issues, we’d love to hear

from you. There is no requirement to be a committee member; many

of our activities (such as a survey on energy efficiency) will need a

local network of volunteers spread across the

Suburb, each contributing a little.

Excited to help? REACH us via

email at environment@hgsra.uk

PETER FALK, TREES & OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE MEMBER

T
he planting of street trees in the Suburb is now complete. A total

of 87 tree species and locations were agreed with LB Barnet, of

which 81 have been planted. Six further sites are for the species

Crataegus x prunifolia (frosted thorn trees, shown here) but

unfortunately the young trees had to be rejected on quality grounds

and new trees will now be planted in the next planting season instead.

Because of financial support from the RA and extra support from

some residents, LB Barnet were able to increase the number of street

trees planted from 62 to 81. If you would like to join

in our efforts to replace trees in our streets,

please contact me at trees@hgsra.uk.

First Henrietta Community
Orchard trees planted

Chasing pavements

HGS REACH

Planting trees, like the education of children,
is a gift to the future

Photo: Philip Okrent
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In this issue we have
chosen the theme of

change. Covid has
taught us a lot

about our priorities,
ourselves as people
and how adaptable

we are as humans to
changes. Change is
inevitable. Itʼs the

only way forward in
our collective effort

to make this world a
better place. Here

are our three pieces
about different

aspects of change.
We hope you enjoy

reading them just as
much as we enjoyed

writing them!

The Suburb
Youth Team

Iʼm going to tell you all a story, a story that is probably very familiar
to all of you. The story of Sleeping Beauty. A young princess pricks
her finger on a spindle cursed by an evil fairy, Maleficent and falls
asleep for one hundred years. Oooooo spoooooky. However, of
course it must have a happy ending like any classic fairy-tale and so
a brave prince comes and saves her with a true loveʼs kiss, and so
the curse is lifted and they all live happily ever after. We all know
these traditional fairy tales; Sleeping Beauty, Snow White,
Cinderella, Rapunzel etc. Theyʼre the bedtime stories weʼve been
telling for centuries, the inspiration behind the popular plays,
movies and musicals that have shaped our childhood. Yet, what if I
asked you this? These classic fairy tales, what if they arenʼt teaching
children good morals, but instead making them closed-minded and
full of unrealistic ideas about the society we live in today? Perhaps
ʻbippity boppity boo,̓ might just be ʻbippity boppity bad .̓ This is
why fairy tales cause more harm than good and need to change.
To begin with, we can all agree that in the majority of these stories
a common trope is the ʻpoor damsel in distress ,̓ who is constantly
being saved by the handsome, strong prince. Itʼs 2022, and yet we
never see the princess rescuing the prince from the tower. These
stories are a huge example of inequality and gender stereotypes,
teaching children from a young age that women should stay at
home to cook and clean, and a man should be the one to work and
fight. The image of the handsome, strong prince also perpetuates
toxic masculinity: the ideal that a man must be dominant,
aggressive, or any other characteristic that is culturally impressed
on to them.
In addition, these traditional tales lack racial and physical diversity.
Even now, primary schools are breeding grounds for this sort of
bigotry and Iʼve heard roles being denied due to phenotypic
differences. Incidents like this are not uncommon and, in all honesty,
cannot be blamed on the children; we as a society need to increase
the variety of the stories we choose to tell. They are giving young
children the impression that you need to have a perfect slim body,
beautiful hair and a bright complexion, else no one will love you. All
encouraging confidence issues for those who do not fit this image.
By passing down these stories, we are perpetuating outdated
ideas and not helping to dismantle systemic problems. Itʼs time to
teach our children that you can be a boy and still like the colour
pink, people of colour are just as important as white people and
that itʼs whatʼs on the inside that matters not whatʼs on the outside.
Things need to change. Perhaps ʻhappily ever afterʼ is not so
happy after all!

KRITI & NYSA

P R HARTLEY
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT
& REGISTERED AUDITOR

Accounting &Taxation Services
Call 020 8731 9745 or 07850 634395

Email: paul@prhartley.co.uk
www.prhartley.co.uk



CHANGE...
Coming of age can be many things, whether itʼs an epiphany that
causes one to set their childhood aside or the confirmation of
adulthood within religion or society. Whatever the reason, coming
of age means change.
Think of all those coming of age movies. Coming of age is
something that everyone relates to. Coming of age is a pivotal
moment which is why coming of age traditions are very common
and many cultures and religions have specific ceremonies
associated with it.
Jewish people celebrate coming of age through a ceremony referred
to as a Bar or Bat Mitzvah, and it marks the point where a boy or girl
enters adulthood; usually at 12 for girls and 13 for boys. It is a
celebration which demonstrates a commitment to Jewish Faith and
the acceptance of the responsibility of being a Jewish adult.
A Hispanic coming of age tradition is known as a Quinceañera,
celebrated in many parts of Central and South America. During this
semi-religious rite and celebration, a 15-year-old girl renews her
baptismal vows and solidifies her commitment to her faith and
family. After this, she is regarded as a mature individual who is
prepared to take on family and social responsibilities.
Seijin-no-Hi, on the second Monday of January, honours young
individuals who have turned 20 the previous year – Japanʼs formal
age of maturity. Girls usually wear a beautiful long-sleeved kimono
called Furisode, while boys usually wear Western-style formal attire
or a traditional menʼs kimono. It is a rite of passage and a reminder
that adulthood is about more than just legal privileges.
In Christianity, a rite of passage is known as Confirmation which
can be held at any age but in the West most denominations insist
that participants should be old enough to understand the
significance of their promises. Receiving Confirmation signifies that
you have been strengthened as a Christian, rising up as an adult to
be closer to the Holy Spirit.
This is for the bungee-jumping enthusiasts. In Vanuatu, a small
island in the middle of the South Pacific, young boys come of age
by jumping off a 98-foot-tall tower with a bungee-like vine tied to
their ankles. The vine lacks elasticity, and a slight miscalculation in
vine length could lead to broken bones. Boys begin jumping at
around 7 or 8 and are permitted to start jumping from shorter
towers. In their first dives, their mother will hold an item
representing their childhood that will later be thrown away,
symbolising the end of childhood. As boys mature, they jump from
taller towers, publicly demonstrating their
transformation to men.
Coming of age is like a butterfly bursting
out of its cocoon. The uncertainty of the
future, the new feelings and experiences;
terrifying, yet emboldening. This
universal change helps us as humans
feel alive and connected to others
around us because we all
experience a very human aspect –
growth. Each change moulds us
into who we become when we
finally decide to fly away.

RIYA & LAURYN

TO
GENDER

EQ
UALITY

Women are huge contributors in many ways to the world at large,
though it is shameful that, to this day, there is so much work left to
be done to help all girls across the globe realise their full potential.
In the early 1800s, women were second-class citizens. After
marriage, women did not have the right to own their own property,
keep their own wages, or sign a contract. Only after decades of
relentless demonstrations were they given the right to vote.
Today, women continue to be the primary caretakers of children
and elders in every country of the world. International studies
demonstrate that women take the lead in helping the family adjust
to new realities and challenges. However, in addition to this they
have taken on a wide variety of roles in society. Women are now
entrepreneurs, politicians, educators, scientists, activists and
designers, amongst many other roles. They have proven they have
the ability to take on any opportunity previously only worthy of
men, and constantly prove they are capable of even more. As
teenage girls who aspire to have successful careers in just a few
years, it is appalling to discover that only two years ago 7,572 firms
reported a pay gap which favoured men.
Another prevalent issue in society is the sexual harassment that
women face on a day-to-day basis, in any environment. Whether it
be on public transport, on the street, or other public space, sexual
harassment is simply a part of any girlʼs life. But every girl,
including ourselves, asks the question: why does this have to be?
Sarah Everardʼs death last year is yet another awful reminder of the
suffering of so many others, whether that be physical or mental.
It is high time society changed its attitudes and culture to provide a
safer environment for women. Conversations need to be had and
boys (and girls) need to be educated if sexual violence and
harassment are to be avoided. It is frustrating that girlsʼ
wellbeing, confidence and self-esteem is often destroyed in
environments where they should have a right
to feel safe and valued. Women have fought
and continue to fight tirelessly to be given
equal opportunities in society. Women are
warriors, survivors, and leaders, and are
hugely deserving of the respect they are still
waiting to receive from society.

ADEENA & SMRUTHI
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Maths
Combat Learning Loss with

Expert private coaching in Hamsptead

Online or face-to-face
Common Entrance and 7+, 11+, 13+

GCSE, A level and Further Maths
STEP & MAT

Recent successes at Westminster and St Paul’s, as well as Oxford
and Cambridge Universities.

Highly experienced former Head of Maths with B.Sc. Maths,
1st Class hons. degree from top UK university and experience in
writing 11+ materials.

1-to-1 support that will secure those A*s, grade 9s, top university,
Independent or selective places.

Contact: 07811 254061
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YO
UTH

AVA SYMONDS

H
ello, my name is Ava, and I am in Year 10 at The Archer Academy.

I have enjoyed the local parks since I was young, particularly

Lyttleton Playing Fields. I love playing sports: I play for North

London Cricket Club and have won finals with them including one at

Lords. I also play tennis and enjoy climbing. I love reading as I feel it

expands your views and knowledge of the world. I have an interest in

local affairs and I think it is vital for the community to get a perspective

from the younger generation. In primary school I had the opportunity

to experience a day at The Guardian which sparked an interest in

writing. I am so looking forward to writing for Suburb News.

SUSANA RIO

H
ello, my name is Susana, I am in year 10 at The Archer Academy.

I am incredibly excited to have been given the opportunity to

write for Suburb News and offer my own thoughts and opinions.

I hope to help raise awareness in the community and provide a new,

younger perspective on local issues as well as global ones. I aspire to

be a doctor when I am older, but I also really enjoy painting and art,

running, reading and debating with my friends and family about current

affairs, philosophy and politics. I am particularly interested in socio-

economic equality, feminism and advocating for women and teenage

girls. I am looking forward to writing for Suburb News, exploring how

Covid has affected teenagers, mental health, social media and offering

a new insight to the pandemic and how we can help improve these

aspects in our local community.

OSCAR GRAHAM

H
ello, my name is Oscar, I live in East Finchley. I am in Year 10 at

The Archer Academy, and at school, I have always enjoyed

STEM – particularly Maths and Science. I can definitely see

myself pursuing a career in one of these areas but I also have a genuine

passion for creativity and expression. I love composing music, drawing,

reading, debating, and writing. I am enthusiastic to write for Suburb

News as I hope that it will be an opportunity for me to explore relevant

and important topics in our community, how these fit into current

national and global situations and perhaps to offer a new perspective.

I think it is great that Suburb News is giving young people a platform to

address topics important to them, and I look forward to being a part of it.

THOMAS YIANNIKOU

M
y name is Thomas, and I am a year 10 student at The Archer

Academy. I live in Hampstead Garden Suburb, and I am excited

to become a contributor to this area’s newspaper, which

helps bind it together. I would like to discuss topics that affect the world

around us, particularly climate change. I would also like to write about

the amazing wildlife in this area. We have birds like nuthatches and

green woodpeckers, a rare sight in such proximity to the capital. I love the

amazing local green spaces such as Big Wood and the Heath Extension,

and believe we should preserve these spaces for future generations.

I believe it is important to maintain local news, as it brings

everyone in the community together, supports small businesses, and

boosts unique events such as the Proms at St. Jude’s.

JONAH PHILLIPS

M
y name is Jonah, I’m a student at The Archer Academy where

I study drama and music. I live in Hampstead Garden Suburb.

It’s great being so close to the beautiful Heath Extension and

Kenwood; perfect for my two dogs. The tight community and friendly

neighbours makes the area a great place to live and grow up. The

Suburb is a conservation area and has a very particular look and feel.

Each garden, front and back must be surrounded by hedges and not

fences. A pathway must remain in the front garden separating each

patch of lawn and the whole area can only be described as neat,

uniform, beautiful and safe. However, current environmental issues will

need to be considered alongside conservation. I look forward to writing

for Suburb News so that I can reflect on important local issues and

how Hampstead Garden Suburb fits into our global community.

Archer Academy students
to join the SNY team
Suburb News is delighted to welcome students from The Archer
Academy to the SNY team to join forces with our new Henrietta
Barnett School squad. From what they have to say below, it
seems like we can look forward to some new and insightful
perspectives to life on the Suburb.

S U B U R B

Welcome to St Jude’s
Every Sunday at 10.30am. All welcome.

SAINT JUDE-ON-THE-HILL
T H E P A R I S H C H U R C H O F H A M P S T E A D G A R D E N S U B U R B

www.stjudeonthehill.com

Movement and meditation for strength, flexibility, balance, coordination
and overall physical and mental well-being.

Good for staving off neurological conditions. All ages welcome.
10-11.30am Saturday mornings, Free Church Hall, Northway, NW117AG
Contact Neil Archer at neil@planetqigong.com or ring 07956 160694

Movement and meditation for physical and mental well-being

Saturday mornings at the Free Church Hall, Northway, NW11 7AG

Club Swinging & Qigong classes
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CULTURE
We are your local

Funeral Director
in Hampstead Garden Suburb

624 Finchley Road, NW11 7RR

020 8455 4992 | levertons.co.uk
finchleyroad@levertons.co.uk

6 branches across North London: Camden Town | Golders Green
Gospel Oak | Hampstead | Kentish Town | Muswell Hill

KITCHEN
FURNITURE

ALCOV E
SOLUTIONS

HIGH QUALITY
MADE TO MEAS URE

FURNITURE

COMPLETE
BESPOKE
FURNITURE
SOLUTION

B EDROOM
FURNITURE

Office: London, N2
Manufacturing Facil ity:
Hitchin, Hertfordshire

020 8068 6664

www.enviro-furniture.co.uk
info@enviro-furniture.co.uk

DESIGN,
MANUFACTURE
FIT

OFFICE
SOLUTIONS

STEVEN ROWE

F
irst produced in 1924, Noel

Coward’s The Vortex – to be

revived in April by Garden

Suburb Theatre (GST) – depicts

the sexual vanity of a rich, ageing

beauty, her troubled relationship

with her adult son, and drug abuse

in British society circles.

The Garden Suburb Theatre’s

production will be performed at

the King Alfred Phoenix Theatre,

April 7-9th.

ELEANOR LEVY

T
he task of reviewing this book

by Suburb resident, Alex

Pearl, is not an easy one as

its scope is so extensive.

During lockdown Alex, himself

a published author, contacted

one hundred authors in order

to discover how they

approach their writing,

what the salient

influences were within

their own lives and

whether they write

their stories ‘by

the seat of

their pants’

or were

plotters who use

outlines to help plot out

their novels. He also asked them

Directed by longstanding GST

member and Suburb resident Colin

Gregory, The Vortex was Noel

Coward’s first commercial success

and speedily made him – at the

age of 25 – into a highly regarded

and commercially successful actor,

playwright and singer.

“It’s a play for the 1920s which

is very relevant for the 2020s,”

says Colin. “A vain society beauty

having affairs with men her son’s

age – is that still taboo in an era

in which we are supposed to be

moving beyond all forms of

discrimination? Homosexuality?

Drugs? They are all there.” In 1924

the play had great difficulty getting

the Lord Chamberlain’s approval.

It glitters with the sharp

repartee which Coward does so

well and also deals with

controversial themes, and it lets

us see the bitter truth that

underlies the characters’ struggles

to come to terms with the

emptiness of society after the

trauma of the First World War.

how much research, if any, they

carried out, to what extent their

fictional characters were based on

people well known to them and of

course the vital issue of how they

marketed their work.

Pearl has provided his readers

with a good amount of background

information about the individuals

he interviewed: where they grew

up, how they came to be writers,

their own literary influences and

how they would describe their

individual genre.

The writers are fairly evenly

divided between male and female

and whilst the majority are British,

there are also plenty of international

contributors, some with their own

fascinating story such as Sophy

Layzell who was adopted from

Laos, and Emily Naymark who was

born in Russia, emigrated as a

child, was stateless for five

months, lived as a refugee in Italy

before ending up in the US.

The international breadth of

contributors is reflected in their

widely differing approaches and

achievements They are all

acclaimed authors and some are

also award winners such as Tessa

Harris whose latest novel ‘Beneath

a Starless Sky’ was the winner of

the 2021 International Book Awards’

Historical Fiction Category.

Alex Pearl himself has good

literary credit. His 2014 short story,

‘Scared to Death’ the fictionalised

account of the first British service-

man to be executed for cowardice

during the First World War, was

published in an anthology by

Mardibooks along with twenty two

other short stories to mark the

centenary of the Great War.

This review can only give a

small taste of this excellent and

comprehensive hand book for

those keen to improve their writing

skills. Equally fascinating is the

insight provided by the contributors

of how, despite their differences,

they faced similar challenges in to

the creative art of writing.

The short entries can be read

piecemeal as Pearl has paid keen

attention to the indexing of

authors and has also provided an

accessible page directory. I feel

that this volume should have a

place on every writer’s bookcase.

All proceeds from this book

will be donated to PEN international

writers’ association.

GST s̓ The Vortex

100Ways toWrite a Book by Alex Pearl

S U B U R B

Alice Gill-Carey and Michael Reffold who are playing Florence and her son Nicky in the Garden Suburb
Theatre’s production of The Vortex (Photo: Colin Gregory)

TUESDAY AFTERNOON TALKS
AT FELLOWSHIP HOUSE
(2.30pm start. All welcome.
Entrance £3 or members £1.
Tea and biscuits included)
March 1st
Celebrating Wales Elinor Delaney
March 8th
Coping With Covid: Swimming
With Sharks In The Dark Whilst
Keeping The UK On The Road
Dr Barbara Bannister
March 15th
The Frenchness Of French Art
Laurence Wolff, Artist and Art
Historian
March 22nd
Trees And The Environment
Peter Falk
March 29th
The Story Behind Londonʼs
Foundling Hospital And The
Children Who Grew Up There
Roy Sloan
April 5th
Beethovenʼs Moonlight Sonata
Talk followed by a performance.
Angela Zanders, Pianist,
Accompanist and Lecturer
April 12th
How Did We Get To Mr Putin?
Sir Roderick Braithwaite, former
UK Ambassador to Moscow
April 19th
Fellowship House Closed
April 26th
Edgar Julius Jung : Right Wing
Enemy Of The Nazis
Roshan Magub
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ʻTeenage Clicksʼ
at Fellowship House
IVAN BERG

B
eing a keen photographer

from the age of 12, it was

natural for me to take a

decent camera when I joined the

British Merchant Navy in 1953. I

was just 16 at the time and bored

with drab and miserable post-war

London. I wanted to get away in

search of adventure and glamour.

I was working in a camera shop

in Threadneedle Street in the City,

home to the offices of the shipping

companies and to the British

Shipping Federation. In my lunch

hour wanderings I would walk past

its windows. It had a poster display

that offered boys of 16 and over

entry into the Merchant Navy via

free training at a sea school. That

was it. I went in. I had a bit of a job

persuading my parents to sign the

It is my third show in the

Fellowship House gallery – the other

two featured series of photographic

portraits. My ‘Teenage Clicks’

Show Guide can be seen online at

teenageclicksphotos.com.

My links to the Suburb go way

back to 1944, when I attended the

Garden Suburb Junior school. I

photograph and film many of the

Garden Suburb Theatre shows and

now live in Parliament Hill.

authorisation form, but in the end

it was reluctantly signed. I gave in

my notice to the camera shop and

bought the best camera I could

afford, a German Voigtlander Perkeo.

In my almost five years at sea,

I travelled to the Canary Islands,

South Africa, Portuguese East Africa,

Brazil, Ecuador, and Argentina. I

joined Cunard and sailed on the

iconic Queen Elizabeth, Mauretania

and Queen Mary ocean liners

visiting New York and cruising the

Caribbean, all the while with the

shutter of my Perkeo clicking.

During the Covid lockdown I

dug out my archive of negatives,

scanned them in high resolution

and printed a selection of them in

exhibition sizes for the first time. I

was wowed. When Sally Botterill

from the Suburb’s Fellowship

House phoned to say there was a

space for another one of my

photographic shows I knew I had

something interesting and different.

Hence ‘Teenage Clicks’ on show

through February and March in

the Eileen Whelan Gallery. Viewing

is free on Tuesday and Friday

afternoons between 2 and 4pm.

Window Renovation
Wewould welcome the opportunity to
earn your trust and deliver you the best
service in window renovation, with the
highest standards in decoration.

Repaircare London have worked on many
neglected properties – visit our website to
see our work.

Maintenance Plan
Save money – spread the cost of your
window restoration.

We are delighted to be able to offer our new
window and property maintenance plan, a
great way to keep on top of your property s̓
essential needs. All sizes of properties and
buildings covered, including windows and
internal and external decoration.

Internal & External Decorating
We offer over 30 years of experience of
decorating internally and externally, from
large mansion blocks, colleges and schools
to domestic houses within Highgate,
Hampstead and Hampstead Garden Suburb.

We believe that we are the best in the
business at what we do.Specialists in returning historic wooden sash and

bay windows to their former glory

We love turning old, tired-looking properties back to their former glory,
with the correct repair methods and the correct application of paint.

For the past 30 years we have operated in and around the North London
Hampstead/Highgate area.

Hampstead | Highgate | Muswell Hill | Primrose Hill

For a free quote and advice, please call Paul or visit our website

07904 582816 | www.repaircarelondon.com

On HGS Trust list of
Recommended Contractors

S U B U R B

Ivan Berg

Photos: Ivan Berg
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Taking a good photo…
MICHAEL JACOBS

T
aking a good photo doesn’t

depend on your equipment.

It’s all about composition

and the story. Why did you want

to take the photo? Does the photo

convey that message? So, first of

all, decide on the message and

then on how best to convey it in a

pictorial manner. Compose the

image in a way that brings out

what you see and make sure to

leave out the things that do not

add to it. While your brain can

exclude irrelevant things, they all

get included in a photo, so make

sure that the image is not confused

with extraneous objects.

Below I give lots of suggestions,

but bear in mind that sometimes

the best photos involve breaking

the rules!

Does the photo have impact?

Why should your photo stand out

from lots of others? Professional

photographers take thousands of

photos and only use a few. It has

to be just right. One of the major

factors is lighting. Make sure your

subject is well lit and that stray

light does not damage the final

image. Don’t shoot into the sun

unless you are seeking to create a

backlit effect or a silhouette.

Avoid the sun glinting on things.

Use ‘fill-in flash’ if the subject is

not well enough lit, especially in

bright sunlight when faces can fall

into shadow.

Creating a good composition

involves making sure that the

subject is clearly in focus and well

positioned in the image. Techniques

which can help include the ‘rule of

thirds’ so that, for instance,

landscapes are equally divided

between foreground, centre

ground and sky, and portraits are

correctly centred. If you can

include lines, patterns and shapes

that lead the eye to the main

subject that also helps as does

using perspective. Texture and

lines can also help, especially when

taking black and white photos.

Colour adds to the impact.

Avoid wishy washy photos unless

that is the effect you are seeking.

Experienced photographers

use the facilities in more expensive

cameras to create better photos.

For instance, they increase the

speed of the photo when taking

images of moving subjects, like

children running or cars moving

fast, to get a clear image; they

change the exposure to get more

or fewer subjects in focus –

subjects surrounded by out of

focus objects stand out more –

that’s good for portraits, for

example; they increase ISO to be

able to take better photos in low

light. But none of these techniques

count for much if the image is not

well chosen and composed in the

first place.

You can see some of this

thinking in the photos to the

right. The first is a four-year-old

boy in a sunlit garden. The

background is out of focus, so his

face is isolated, and it is well lit

despite strong sunlight. The line

of the hat brim and the shape of

the hat bring the observer’s eye

to the face. What’s the story? He

is curious and asking a question,

as little children do. The second is

a squirrel in Golders Hill Park, an

everyday sight you might think,

but I have caught him looking at

me. The upright posts gripped by

the squirrel’s tiny paws help

divide the image into thirds

vertically. What is he saying? Who

knows, but he is clearly very

curious too. Is there a parallel

with the little boy? Third is a junk

sailing across the harbour in Hong

Kong at night. Much more difficult

to capture clear images at night,

but the sails on this ship are

brightly lit from behind and the

buildings on Central Island are

illuminated by both internal and

external lights. This illustrates a

contrast between the old and new.

The horizontal lines of the coast

and the deck of the ship and the

vertical lines of the buildings

emphasise the division into thirds

and give the image impact.

Photo Competition 2022
Our 2022 digital photo competition will be launched on 1st June. We will
be looking for entries on the topic ʻMy Hampstead Garden Suburb.̓ Rules
and details will be included in the Summer issue of Suburb News and the
winnersʼ photos will be published in the Winter issue.
In the meantime, here is some advice on taking the perfect picture from
Michael Jacobs, HGS U3A Photography Group Leader and Suburb News
designer, Trevor Hutton.

Photos: Michael Jacobs

TREVOR HUTTON

T
here are a few other things

that are worth considering

when taking a picture for

reproduction in a publication like

Suburb News.

The most important one is

resolution; that is the amount of

pixel per inch (ppi) in your digital

image. When an image is being

professionally printed, the ppi

should be at least 300, to obtain a

good sharpness – and that’s

300ppi at the size of reproduction.

A quick way of ascertaining this, is

to check the file size. It should be

in Mb rather than Kb – ideally

between 2-5 Mb. If it’s in Kb (ie.

750Kb), it’s probably not good

enough for quality reproduction.

Most relatively new smart

phones and cameras take images

at a sufficiently high resolution

for this. Older ones, not so.

Another factor that’s worth

considering is the framing of your

photograph. A designer will need

to have the ability to crop an image

to suit the size and shape that

works best for the layout. It is

therefore important not to zoom or

crop in too close on your subject.

This will allow the designer the

scope to size and crop the

photograph as they require. For

example, if you crop an image to,

let’s say, a very tight landscape

proportion but it needs to fill a

square or portrait area, it is unlikely

to be used, as it won’t fit.

Lastly, it is worth mentioning

that it is always best to supply your

image unedited and in its original

size and format. Remember that

many applications will reduce an

image’s ppi to create a smaller file

size. So never supply your image

embedded in another application,

especially Microsoft Word!

… for reproduction in
Suburb News
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NOAH MAX

S
ongs of Loneliness includes

first recordings of seven

musical works by me, which

include my Clements Prize-winning

string trio Sojourn. This deeply

personal debut album will be

released by the Toccata Classics

label on 4th March 2022 and will

be available to order from their

website toccataclassics.com.

Martin Anderson, founder of

Toccata, writes about Songs of

Loneliness: “For someone so young,

the surprise of this debut album is

the sense of loss unifying these

pieces. The feeling of innocence

forgone is characteristic of the

music of many English composers,

Elgar, Finzi and Vaughan Williams

among them. Max’s music is

clearly of its own time, but it shares

the elegiac lyricism of those

earlier masters.”

The spirit of chamber music is

at the heart of everything I do and

imbues all the music I write. This

album of solos, duos and trios

explores some of the ideas which

shaped me.

Search ‘Songs of Loneliness’ on

Eventbrite to book your free e-ticket for

the launch event at Schott Music

London on Saturday 26th March at

7pm. Noah will present Fellowship

House’s Music Appreciation session on

Friday 6th May at 2:30pm. He will

dive into the process of writing some of

these works through a live collaboration

with cellist Robert Max and pianist Zoë

Solomon. Copies of the disc will be

available at both events.

CULTURE

Songs of
Loneliness by Noah Max

Noah Max (Photo: Liz Isles)

HGS Art Fair – at last!

Fanfare competition

MALCOLM BRAHAMS

T
hanks to the pandemic, HGS Art was forced to cancel its popular

Art Fair in 2020 and twice 2021. As the country returns to

something like normal, HGS Art is as confident as it can be that

this year’s Fair will take place at Fellowship House on Saturday 21st

and Sunday 22nd May. Once more the work of over thirty local artists

will be displayed in a variety of media ranging from Oil Paintings to

Stained Glass, from Ceramics to Photography and much more.

RON FINLAY

I
f you are aged 11-18, go to school in North West London and are

good at music, the Proms at St Jude’s composing composition is for

you. Compose a short fanfare and you could win a prize and have

your piece played live to a public audience!

Aaron Czerny and Nemunis Jusionis won the senior (15-18) and

junior (11-14) competitions respectively in 2021. Their compositions

were performed at the Last Night of the Proms at St Jude’s in July.

Ethan Lieber, won the prize in 2020.

Besides hearing your work performed in public, both will receive a

gift token worth £50. The senior winner will also receive a licence for

special music notation software – Dorico Pro – worth nearly £500. 25

runners-up will win a Dorico Elements licence worth £85.

This year, you are asked to compose a fanfare to celebrate HM The

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. “We are delighted to be running this competition

for a fifth successive year,” said Joan Arnold, who initiated the idea.

To enter the competition or find out more information, go to

www.promsatstjudes.org.uk/fanfare-competition.

S U B U R B

(l to r) Ethan Lieber, Aaron Czerny, Joan Arnold, Nemunis Jusionis
(Photo: Michael Eleftheriades)

The document aims to give Suburb

homeowners advice on the Trust’s policy in

relation to some energy efficiency and

energy generation measures.

The guidance is principally concerned with

measures which would have an impact on

the external appearance of a property.

However, this is by no means an exhaustive

list of all the things that can be done to

improve the energy performance of one’s

home, many of which are low cost and don’t

impact a property’s external appearance at

all. The guidance also provides links to other

reliable sources of information on energy

conservation and generation in older homes.

Energy efficiency and generation in older

houses is a complex topic. You should always

seek competent professional advice on the

merits or applicability of particular

technologies to your own property before

deciding on what approach to take. If you are

unsure whether something requires Trust

consent or for further information and advice

please contact a member of the Trust’s

Architectural Team.

Download the PDF today by visiting the

Trust website and navigating to the Design

Guidance page.

862 Finchley Road, Hampstead Garden Suburb, London NW11 6AB 8455 1066/8458 8085 mail@hgstrust.org www.hgstrust.org twitter: @HGSTrust

New HGS Trust
Energy Guidance

now available
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HGS U3A Topical Talks
MICHAEL JACOBS

H
GS U3A is delighted to

announce that noted art

expert Dr Jacqueline

Cockburn will be giving a Topical

Talk on little known aspects of the

life and art of Pablo Picasso on

Zoom, 3pm on Thursday 17 March

and that Dame Esther Rantzen will

be giving the next Talk on 19 May.

Her subject is currently a mystery,

but the title is ‘That’s Life!’

The Talks are free to members

of HGS U3A and those who wish

to attend need to register on the

Meetings page of our website

hgsu3a.uk/events. If you are not a

member already and would like to

join go to: hgsu3a.uk/join.

Jacqueline Cockburn is

Managing Director of Art and

Culture Andalucía. She previously

gave us a fascinating Topical Talk

on the excellent Spanish artist

Joaquin Sorolla. She runs residential

courses in Andalucía, Southern

Spain in the art and culture of the

region. Jacqueline is a course

director and lecturer at the V&A

and also lectures at The Royal

Academy, Christies Education, The

Art Fund, The London Art History

Society and The Arts Society. She

has recently published ‘A Taste of

Art, London’ (Unicorn Press 2019).

Jacqueline is currently delivering

lectures, study days and her own

courses at www.artandculture

travel.com/art-home.

Dame Esther has become a

household name, appearing in

more than 2,000 TV programmes

including documentaries, talk

shows, reality shows and quizzes;

she played Dick Whittington in

Bognor, is a regular contributor to

the Daily Mail, the Times and the

Telegraph and is author of five

books including a history of

Childline and one novel. She writes

regularly for Third Age Matters,

the magazine produced several

times a year for the Third Age

Trust, the umbrella body for all UK

u3as. A creative producer as well

as a presenter, she invented the

documentary series ‘The Big Time’

which discovered Sheena Easton,

created the ‘Children of Courage’

segment of ‘Children in Need’ and

invented ‘Hearts of Gold’ which

ran for seven years, honouring

unsung heroes and heroines. She

rashly took part in ‘Strictly’, ‘First

Dates’ and ‘I’m a Celebrity’. She

regularly contributes to ‘The One

Show’, political and news

programmes on many different

topics especially those relating to

broadcasting, growing old

ungracefully, and to the abuse of

children and older people. In 2010

she stood as an independent

candidate in Luton South. See

estherrantzen.co.uk.

Selling itemsof valuehasneverbeen simpler.
WHETHER YOU’RE CLEARING AHOME, MOVINGOR REMODELLING, I WILL
GET THE BEST PRICES FOR ANY ITEMS OF VALUE YOU’RE LOOKING TO SELL

• I AM AN INDEPENDENT BROKER ACTING SOLELY ON YOUR BEHALF

• I SELL THROUGH MANY DIFFERENT AUCTION HOUSES, HIGH-END
DEALERS, COLLECTORS AND PRIVATE CLIENTS

• HAVING BEEN IN BUSINESS FOR OVER 10 YEARS LOOKING AFTER MANY,
MANY CLIENTS, YOU WILL ALWAYS RECEIVE MY PERSONAL DISCREET
ONE-TO-ONE SERVICE (REFERENCES AVAILABLE)

• THERE IS NO COST OR OBLIGATION MEETING WITH ME AT YOUR HOME
OR STORAGE FACILITY

• PROBATE VALUATIONS CARRIED OUT

• CLIENTS IN THE UK AND EUROPE

• BASED IN ST JOHNS WOOD

• DISCRETION ASSURED AT ALL TIMES

Perry Field | 07802 157500
You can also message me through my website www.simplysold.co.uk

PROBATE VALUATIONS

PORCELAIN

PAINTINGS/ARTWORK

WINE &
ALCOHOL

JEWELLERY

WATCHES
& CLOCKS

MEN’S & LADIES
HIGH-END FASHION

CARS

COSTUME
JEWELLERY

PROPERTY

FURNITURE

SCULPTURE & BRONZES
QUALITY

NAMED GLASS

PRECIOUS
STONES

GOLD SILVER

Dame Esther Rantzen
(Photo: Churchill Retirement Living)

Dr Jacqueline Cockburn

Ester revealedFanfare competition
DAVID CONWAY

P
urim, the Jewish festival which celebrates the Biblical story of Esther,

begins this year on the 16th March – but the Suburb will get a

unique opportunity to celebrate it three days earlier, when HGO

gives the UK premiere of the 1774 oratorio Ester by Cristiano Lidarti,

the first oratorio written to a Hebrew libretto, at the Free Church at

7.30pm on13th March.

Purim has traditionally been celebrated by Jews with a pantomime,

the Purimshpil, with Haman of course as the baddie and Esther and

Mordecai as heroine and hero. Some have speculated that Handel saw

the Purimshpil of the Jewish community while he was in Venice during

Lent (as this was the only musical entertainment permitted in the city

during those forty days), and that this could have been the stimulus for

his own Esther, a masque of 1720 which eventually became his first

oratorio in 1732. Handel’s subsequent oratorios gained a large following

amongst London’s Jewish community; when a later work, Theodora,

failed, Handel complained “the Jews will not come to it as to Judas

Maccabeus because it is a Christian story, and the ladies will not come

because it is a virtuous one.”

This is the background to ‘our’ Ester. The Sephardi (Spanish) Jews

of London had close links with those of Amsterdam. Known to both

communities was the Italian Rabbi Jacob Saraval (1707-1782), an

admirer of European art-music and acquaintance of the Mozart family,

who is on record as having produced a Purimshpil in Mantua in 1757.

Saraval produced a translation of Handel’s Esther libretto into Hebrew,

of which three contemporary copies survive: Teshuat Yisrael al yedey

Ester (The Salvation of Israel by the Hands of Esther). The Amsterdam

Jews commissioned a setting of this by the (Gentile) Italian composer

Lidarti (1730 – c.1795), presumably with Saraval as intermediary.

But the score was lost and the oratorio never performed. It turned

up over 200 years later amongst manuscripts acquired by Cambridge

University Library in the 1990s. The text (Hebrew transcribed into Latin

characters) seemed a mystery, but fortunately working at the Library at

the time was a team transcribing Hebrew manuscripts, who were able

to identify it. The Israeli musicologist Israel Adler, an expert on the

music of the Amsterdam synagogue, was called in and made an edition

of the work for the Israel Music Institute, which we are using.

Lidarti’s delightful music is in the galant style, showing the influences

of Haydn and of Lidarti’s Italian predecessors such as Pergolesi. Scored

for soloists – often with virtuoso arias – in the roles of Ester, Mordecai,

Ahasuerus and Haman, choir, flutes, oboes, horn, strings and continuo,

we will be performing it with period instruments. HGO (formerly

Hampstead Garden Opera) and now a leading independent opera

company, dedicated to advancing young singers, is delighted at the

opportunity to return to its roots in the Suburb with the UK premiere of

this charming work, with stars of our recent productions as soloists.

For tickets and further information go to www.hgo.org.uk/ester.
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Spring
into
action

THE GARDEN GIRL

CAROLINE BROOME

I
t’s Spring, and after a long dreary

Winter, the garden is greening

up before your very eyes.

Blossom is breaking bud. Roadside

verges are a froth of yellow. Vibrant,

plump shoots are sprouting in all

directions from dormant branch

and stem. The air is full of promise.

So why is your heart so full of

dread? Because, I guess, you know

it’s the start of the perpetual

pruning calendar. A tyranny of over-

grown shrubs, last year’s flowers

clinging on listlessly. Evergreens

branching in all directions. A

profusion of new season’s growth

appearing way above eye level on

bare legged roses.

When faced with a tangled

mass of branches, we can feel

overwhelmed. Where to start? And

how does one know when to prune;

if we prune at the wrong time of

year, will we kill the plant? It’s

simpler just to let the plant get on

with it and hope for the best. And

so, year on year, shrubs swamp

their neighbours, ground cover

disappears, flowers climb over next

door’s fence. Forgive the pun, but

now is the time to nip it in the bud!

Firstly, let me reassure you

that it’s quite difficult to kill a plant

from incorrect pruning. Plants

want to grow. In all likelihood the

worst you can do is stop it

flowering for a year. In natural

settings, left to their own devises,

plants will grow to maturity,

unencumbered by boundaries. In

direct contrast, a domestic garden

is a man-made environment, and

therefore it is necessary to

‘manage’ your borders. Regular

annual pruning keeps a shrub from

outgrowing its allotted space; it

keeps it healthy by increasing light

and airflow through its stems and

encourages strong new growth.

There are times when you shouldn’t

prune: Don’t prune your hedges

during nesting season. Don’t dead-

head your roses if you want rosehips.

Don’t prune during a freeze.

Rejuvenating an old shrub or

climber can seem daunting but

you won’t go wrong if you follow

these simple steps: Firstly, cut out

any dead stems down to the base.

You may need a saw. Likewise,

stems that are crossing each other

or growing at strange angles

through the plant. If the plant is

congested, you can remove up to

a third of the stems, taking out the

oldest, thickest and gnarliest: Do

this every year and the shrub will

have renewed itself every three

years. To reduce its size, cut it back

by about a third, stepping back to

view the plant from time to time for

a balanced shape, bearing in mind

that this may sacrifice this year’s

flowers. Make your cut just above a

new bud or leaf node. Don’t leave

a stump as it will only die off, look

ugly and encourage infection.

It’s easy to overlook the

delights of spring ground cover

where evergreen shrubs proliferate.

Hellebores, pulmonaria, brunnera

and spring bulbs create a tapestry

beneath deciduous shrubs but will

not thrive if swamped by low

hanging evergreen branches. Skirt

prune the lowest branches up to

about 45cms to allow light and air

to circulate.

What does flowering on old

wood mean? Shrubs, such as

lacecap or mophead hydrangeas,

whose flowers bloom on last

year’s stems. If you were to cut

these stems hard back now, the

new stems would not produce

flowers until the following year.

Instead, lightly prune off the old

flower heads down to the first set

of buds, which in turn will produce

this year’s flowers.

Plants whose flowers bloom on

this year’s stems, such as hydrangea

Annabelle, are easy to manage.

Because, in March, the stems that

will flower this year haven’t grown

yet! (It’s a minefield, I know!) If you

are not sure which category your

plant falls into, then Google it.

Here are some helpful pruning

hints for March:

• Modern shrub roses, hydrangea

Annabelle, clematis (don’t panic!)

that flower after mid-summer,

fuchsia, choisia, buddleia,

sambucus, all flower on this year’s

growth and can be cut hard back

in March, to 20cm from ground

level. In contrast, ‘old’ bush roses

and spring flowering clematis,

which bloom on last year’s

growth, should be only trimmed

directly after flowering.

• Winter flowering shrubs that

bloom on bare stems, such as

witch-hazel, wintersweet, viburnum,

as well as evergreen garrya eliptica

and mahonia, should be lightly

trimmed to fit their space. For

overgrown specimens this is also

the time for rejuvenation pruning.

• Remove last year’s flower heads

from lacecap and mophead

hydrangeas, if you are happy with

the size of your lacecap or mophead

hydrangea. If the shrub is getting

too big, carry out rejuvenation

pruning, bearing in mind that it

probably won’t flower this summer.

• Evergreens grown for their

foliage, such as pittosporum, can

be cut to shape now.

• Tender perennials, such as

shrubby salvias are best left until

end March, or after the risk of

frost has passed.

• Compact, spreading hypericum

is transformed by hard pruning to

ground level now. Golden Beacon

provides striking ground cover in

the darkest spaces.

• Although February is the best

month for pruning roses, it’s not

too late to catch up now.

Sometimes a plant will fail to

perform to its full potential. Before

you call time on it, try relocating it

to a spot where it can flourish

within your garden. By moving

plants in Spring you are giving

them a head start to re-establish

their root system. Large clumps of

perennials that have stopped

flowering in the middle? Lift and

divide them, throw away the oldest

middle section and replace with

two or three small outer sections.

Above all, Spring is the ideal

time to re-evaluate your garden.

The more you work your way

around your garden, the more up

close and personal you will get

with your plants; which deciduous

shrubs are the first to come into

growth, which perennials have

failed to reappear after a harsh

winter. You will start to appreciate

the rhythm of the seasons, and

your plants will continue to delight

and challenge you.

GARDENING

Our professional teamwith seven years experience specialises in all types of garden
landscaping including • Fencing • Decking • Driveways & Patios • Turfing • Irrigation.
Alsomonthly gardenmaintenance undertaken. For further details or a free quotation,
contact Noemi: 07718 592955 / 8374 8103 • naomilandscaping@gmail.com
or visit our website at:www.naomilandscaping.co.uk

We’ll bring your dream garden to life

Four Seasons
GARDEN MAINTENANCE

r Weekly or fortnightly maintenance contract r Garden clearance
r Lawn care (mowing, turfing, fertilisation etc.) r Planting
r Weed killing & treatment r Hedge trimming, tree works
r Patio cleaning r All general garden services
We offer a professional, reliable service with 16 years of
experience at an affordable price. Call Roland or leave a message
for a free quote.

r 07584 574520 r fourseasonsgarden@hotmail.com

MARJORIE HARRIS

T
he Horticultural Society is determined to return to a normal

schedule in 2022, and in-person flower shows will feature a

scarecrow competition for all ages in June and Grimsdyke Brass

will play live in the Free Church Hall garden in September. On 19th

March May Webber will give her talk in Fellowship House on Butterflies

and how to attract them to your garden, followed by a Seed Swap. To

see the full programme and how to join, go to www.hortsoc.co.uk, but

here are three future events to whet your appetite.

New for this year is a Spring Flower Exhibition to be held on

Saturday 9th April, 2-4pm at Fellowship House, where the lovely sunny

colours and scents of flowers will cheer us up after the long Covid winter.

Bring your daffs, tulips, amaryllis or anything else you have grown to

show off. Entries will not be judged, and should be brought to

Fellowship House between 10am and 12 noon. Refreshments will be

available and entry is free.

Also in the pipeline are the popular Plant Sale on the morning of

14th May and a much-requested revival of hugely-successful Suburb In

Bloom on Sunday 17th July. Seven gorgeous award-winning private

gardens and one allotment site will be open for charity from 11.30-5.30pm.

Refreshments will be served all day at Fellowship House, with all profits

from food sales going to Combat Stress, while ticket sales for the open

gardens will benefit The North London Hospice. Finchley Nurseries will

be selling a selection of plants and shrubs outside Fellowship House and

the many raffle prizes will include a £100 gift voucher from Thompson

and Morgan. What more could anyone want on a summer Sunday?

S U B U R B

Horticultural Societyʼs
new 2022 season

Hellebore drifts at Borde Hill Gardens
(Photo: Caroline Broome)
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FEATURES
MICKY WATKINS

H
enrietta Barnett worked for

child welfare all her life. She

was especially concerned

with ‘cared for’ children, then called

‘Children of the State’: orphans,

children of abusive parents, children

of widows too poor to keep them,

and children of parents who were

in the Workhouse. In the 1890s

there were over 300,000 Children

of the State. There was no relief.

The choice was either starvation

or the Workhouse.

BARRACK SCHOOLS

In 1875 she was made a guardian

of the Forest Gate School, an

institution of 800 children. These

schools were known as ‘Barrack

Schools’ because of their grim

appearance. The children there

were treated in a most unloving and

inhumane manner. Henrietta said:

“The children were dressed in a

uniform, and no one had his or her

own clothes. They wore any which

happened to fit, as they were

handed out on the day of the

weekly change…Silence reigned

at mealtimes. The regulation weight

of food was handed out to each

child according to its age,

regardless of its size…The hours

out of school were not play hours.

The girls scrubbed vast areas, I

had almost said acres, of boarded

rooms, but they were not allowed

even to do it together. Each child

was placed a few yards off the

other. The children were not called

by their names. Each was commonly

addressed as ‘child’. They had no

toys, no library, no Sunday school,

no places in which to keep their

personal possessions, no playing

fields, no night garments, no prizes,

no flowers, no pets, no pictures

on the walls, no pleasures in music,

no opportunities for seeing the

world outside the school walls.”

Henrietta, with some friends,

brought in toys, made a library,

took groups out for walks and

above all gave the children affection.

She became known as ‘the

Guardian of the Children of the

State’. In 1894 she was appointed

as a member of a government

committee to investigate these

schools, the first woman to be

given such a role. Largely owing to

Henrietta’s knowledge and powers

of persuasion the committee

recommended that the children

should be fostered, or cared for in

small groups with a house mother,

and go to the local school. These

changes were secured very gradually

during the 20th Century.

CHILDREN’S
COUNTRY HOLIDAY FUND

In 1877 Henrietta and Samuel went

on holiday in Devon and as usual

took some ailing Whitechapel

families and children with them.

The children got on their nerves,

so Henrietta asked a ‘cottager’ if

she would look after a child for five

shillings a week. The cottager was

very willing. The next year she

arranged for nine children to go

on holiday for a fortnight and thus

the Children’s Country Holiday

Fund (CCHF) started. Country

clergy found cottagers and the

scheme grew rapidly to 34,000 in

1903, and in 1912, 46,402 children

from the slums were going on

holiday. The CCHF was supported

by the Prince of Wales, Princess

Louise, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,

Gerald du Maurier, and Israel

Zangwill. Thousands of volunteers

accompanied children from their

homes to the country or helped

to entertain them there.

In 1908 a schoolmaster, who

was a member of CCHF, got

permission to take a group of older

boys away in term time, the CCHF

bearing the cost. The system was

adopted by the LCC and so School

Journeys were founded.

Today the CCHF is called The

Outward Bound Trust.

STATE CHILDREN’S
ASSOCIATION

Henrietta understood a great deal

about the way government worked

and she knew that Government

Reports were often forgotten, and

the recommendations never

implemented, so she founded the

State Children’s Association, a

pressure group to get fostering

and small homes for poor law

children implemented.

Lord Lytton was the chairman,

many Influential people and MPs

were members of the Association,

and it was supported by city

companies. The offices were in

Victoria Street, close to Parliament.

Henrietta held meetings of MPs in

the House (though she did not

have a vote!). They helped to

secure many reforms, such as an

amendment to the Infant Life

Protection Act to strengthen the

law against infanticide. They

worked for the passing of the

Children’s Act of 1908. This act

created Children’s Courts, abolished

the death penalty for children

under 16 and replaced prison with

remand homes for young people.

The State Children’s Association

continued until Henrietta’s death

in 1936. After her death there was

no general oversight for child

welfare and children were left

without this important protection

until in 2004 the first Children’s

Commissioner was appointed.

Children of the State

Barrack School girls, with hair shorn to avoid lice.
(Photo: From the collection of the Hampstead Garden Suburb Archives Trust)

Real Talk
JUDY MARCUS

W
hen my three 20-some-

thing year old children

came home to stay over

the winter holidays, I was busy.

We all spent time together either

watching TV, going for dog walks

on the Heath Extension and in

Bigwood or venturing to Hampstead

High Street. They were home for

about a month. Then they left.

After a week of re-establishing

routines, and getting myself and

the house back together, I noticed

a new feeling, a kind of quietness

which was hard to define. I was

busy restarting all my systems and

routines but it was something out-

side of these tasks and work that

was missing. I realised I was lonely.

I decided I would phone my

local Suburb friends just for a chat

(if they couldn’t get out), or to

organise a dog walk, or a coffee, if

they could.

It’s made a big difference to

me and it was interesting to see

that people liked the fact I had

called them rather than sending a

text. In these days of brief texts,

immediate WhatsApp’s and

impersonal e-mails; talking feels

better. There is something about

a telephone conversation which

allows your thoughts to meander

and where you can take your guard

down. It also lets you improvise as

you talk: as you continue to express

yourself and reply to someone else,

you develop your thoughts. The

intimacy of a phone conversation

stands out as something rare and

special and in these trying times is

something to be cherished.

In the cold weather, not every-

one is happy meeting up outdoors;

and with fears of Covid, fewer

people are happy with meeting

indoors; so there is less chance

for bumping into friends.

For the same reasons, churches,

synagogues and community

centres are not able to provide,

as before, hubs where people can

meet for a chat.

For me, when Netflix gets

stale, there is nothing quite like

hearing a friendly voice at the other

end of the line to cure those

empty nest blues.

Photo: Dr Anjali Shah
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JONATHAN WAXMAN

T
he earth’s atmosphere is almost entirely nitrogen (78%) and oxygen

(21%) but also contains other gases (principally carbon dioxide) in

fairly small quantities that act like a blanket round the earth

keeping our climate warmer than we ‘deserve’ given our distance from the

sun. Without these so called ‘greenhouse gases’ earth would be around

about –15C on average – whereas it is actually around +15C. Useful!

Increasing the atmospheric content of greenhouse gases is like

turning up the thermostat on the earth and would have a significant

impact on the stable climate humanity has enjoyed for the last 10,000

years – adding power and frequency to storms, melting ice caps and

glaciers which raises sea-levels, making extreme heat events more likely

and so creating desertification.

Which gases are greenhouse gases and how do they behave? The

main one is carbon dioxide (CO2) and the really hard thing about CO2

is that it is very stable in the atmosphere and from the point of view of

a human lifespan it stays there forever. We add CO2 to the atmosphere

by burning stuff – mostly gas in our boilers and power stations, petrol

in our cars, coal for power and wood. If you think of the atmosphere as

a bath tub, we are effectively filling the tub with the plug in, so there is

nowhere for the CO2 to go. The level just keeps rising.

The next most powerful contributor to warming is methane (CH4).

We also call it gas or natural gas. Methane is a good news, bad news story.

The good news is that it decays much more quickly in the atmosphere

– half is gone within 10 years and it sort of carries on decaying away –

although it just decays into more carbon dioxide! The bad news is that

it is a much more powerful greenhouse gas than carbon dioxide and

over a 20 year horizon it has a warming impact, tonne for tonne, that is

87 times that of CO2. So it is powerful stuff. Methane is added to the

atmosphere from the extraction and use of natural gas (especially from

fracking where leaks are substantial), from agriculture (mostly cattle but

also rice) but also and worryingly from natural reserves that were frozen

and have started leaking as we have warmed the earth.

In 1962, when I was born, CO2 concentration was 315ppm (parts

per million). It is now 418 ppm. In 1962, methane concentration was

1250 ppb. It is now above 1900 ppb. As a result, global average

temperature has risen by around 1°C already. Scientists tell us that we

should keep total warming to well below 2°C in order to maintain a safe

climate for humanity, and ideally limit warming to 1.5°C.

Returning to the bathtub, it is clear that if we want to stop the level

rising we need to turn the tap off and, if possible, take the plug out. That

is basically what ‘net zero’ means – stopping the level rising. Ideally we

would stop the emission of all greenhouse gases into the atmosphere

by stopping burning fossil fuels entirely. This cannot be done overnight as

it will require substantial changes across our lives. However, we can

probably steadily achieve this for 80-90% of all fossil fuel uses by 2050.

We will generate electricity from carbon free sources such as solar,

wind power and nuclear energy. We can use that electricity to generally

power our lives. There are, however, some areas where it seems for the

moment difficult to stop using fossil fuels. For those last ‘hard to

abate’ sectors, that is where the ‘net’ in ‘net zero’ comes in. The hope

is that we will develop technologies to either capture carbon emissions

at source or simply remove the carbon dioxide directly from the air.

And we will try to balance the last remaining emissions with those

carbon removal techniques so they net out to zero.

The UK, along with 130 other countries, has committed to

becoming net zero by 2050. We are on track but have a long way to go.

Jonathan Waxman is chair of HGS REACH, the RA’s new climate action

committee. See committee report on page 9.

Net Zero!

Virtual Museum reworks
Domestic Design exhibition

MARJORIE HARRIS

O
ne of the most pleasing

and interesting aspects of

being part of the Suburb

community has to be the fact that

we are surrounded by buildings

designed by many of the finest

architects of the early 20th century,

brought together to form a pleasant

and harmonious environment in

which to live and work.

In Autumn 2021 HGS Trust

and Suburb Archives put on an

exhibition at Fellowship House –

Elements of Domestic Design:

Building Hampstead Garden

Suburb (1907-1939) – featuring 15

of the Suburb’s architects of

domestic buildings.

Now, in partnership with the

HGS Heritage Virtual Museum, the

exhibition has been reworked so

that it can be viewed in the museum

by people anywhere in the world

at www.hgsheritage.org.uk. One

of the founders’ core reasons for

creating the Virtual Museum was

to showcase the Suburb’s unique

built environment for architectural

professionals, students, historians,

residents and anybody interested

in housing and the Garden City

Movement, so this is a major

step forward.

The domestic architects,

featured with histories of their

lives and careers and with

illustrations of the houses they

designed, range from Michael

Bunney to GG Winbourne. Aside

from personal information about

each of the architects, the Trust

and Suburb Archives have used

the display panels to illustrate

how house design was shaped by

rapidly shifting cultural and

economic circumstances,

particularly after the First World

War, and to highlight even the

lesser-known architects’

contribution to the holistic town-

scape so integral to Hampstead

Garden Suburb.
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